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EBIASI$ generally is considered to be a disease primarily of the gastrointestinal tract which only upon rare occasions affects other organs. The lesion begins in the intestine where it remains for a variable period of time, sometimes affecting the liver. In occasional instances the peritoneum, pleura and lungs are invaded. However, hematogenous extra-abdominal metastasis is considered unusual, especially in the brain which is thought to be affected only in exceptional cases.
In 1961 Orbison et al., 8 in an extensive review of literature on cerebral amebiasis, were able to collect 83 cases, and added 5 new cases. In 1958 Takaro and Bond, 12 in a review of articles published during the last ~0 years, found 11 cases in which lesions were located in the cerebrum. However, most of these were mentioned by Orbison et al. and only 2 cases were added to their list. Since this review, 4 new cases have appeared in the literature. 5,~,9,1~ Thus, up to December 196~, 96 cases of cerebral lesions caused by ameba have been reported. In only 27 of them has this parasite been confirmed conclusively.
The present work comprises a series of 17 new instances of amebic cerebral abscess. Ameba was demonstrated either by histological means and/or by direct smear or culture in 11 cases. The etiology of the remaining 6 cases was inferred from the anatomical findings at autopsy.
Material and Method
The material for this study was Table 1 . Amebic lesions in the liver were the most frequent (187 cases). In 17 cases metastasis occurred in the central nervous system (8.1 per cent), thus being the sixth most frequent among extra-intestinal locations. In all cases metastatic amebic lesions were found in different organs (Table  2) . It is important to point out that only 8 cases showed evidence of pulmonary lesions but in all hepatic involvement was evident.
Clinical Findings
The age range of the patients was between ~2 and 65 years, most patients being between the third and fourth decades of age. It should be noted that the hospital is for adults, thus influencing the average age of the patients admitted. Males were more frequently af- The average duration of the disease was 5 months from the onset of symptoms attributed to the ameba, with a minimum of 1 month and a maximum of 17 months. In 3 patients the duration of the disease could not be determined, as they were dead on arrival.
The most common symptoms were those affecting the general status of the patients: fever, loss of weight and anorexia. Intestinal symptomatology was present in a little over half the patients. Respiratory findings such as productive cough, difficulty in breathing and thoracic pain were not uncommon. In only 5 cases were there neurologic signs and symptoms (Table 8) : 1 presented a sudden hemiplegia which was considered a cerebrovascular accident; in another, a patient with a proven hepatic amebic abscess, the diagnosis was made clinically premortem on the basis of a left hemiplegia, increased intraFrontal Parietal Temporal Occipital Basal ganglia Cerebellum Meninges cranial pressure, and presence of polymorphonuclear cells in the spinal fluid. Three others had signs of meningeal irritation, stiffness of the neck, headache and mental confusion. In the remaining 1~ cases no neurological alterations were charted as they were probably obscured by the mental state of chronic patients with an advanced amebic disease. The diagnosis of cerebral amebiasis was made at autopsy in 16 cases.
Pathological Findings
The number of cerebral lesions was variable. In 4 instances there was a single location, while in the remaining cases the locations were multiple (Table 4) . One had 11 independent lesions disseminated in the brain and cerebellum. In 6 instances, besides the parenchymatous lesion, there was invasion of the meninges, sometimes as a localized focus and in others as a diffuse alteration. There was predominance of lesions in the left hemisphere (37) over the right hemisphere (16). The size of the lesions varied from ~ or 3 mm. in diameter (Fig. 1) to a large cavity measuring 5 cm. in diameter 
